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DID YOU KNOW?

Jennifer joined Senator Patty Murray, Rep. 
Adam Smith and King County Executive Ron 
Simms and other community leaders for the 
“FAST Corridor” ribbon cutting in Auburn on 
Friday, August 9.  Jennifer helped secure $40 
million for the project and requested additional 
federal dollars in next year’s spending bill. 

•The Washington State economy is 
tied more than any other state to 
trade. But almost as important as 
access to foreign markets is a 
transportation system that allows 
goods to travel smoothly to and 
from our ports.

• By 2015, Asia will comprise 45 
percent of the world population. 
With this explosion of growth will 
come the increasing need for more 
commodities from the United 
States, much of which will be 
transported by freight through the 
Puget Sound region.

•The Freight Action Strategy for the 
Everett-Seattle-Tacoma Corridor 
(FAST Corridor) is a cooperative 
effort between local communities to 
ensure that freight moves 
seamlessly and efficiently from 
Washington ports to their final 
destination

•Over the past few years, Jennifer 
worked to secure $40 million for 
the FAST Corridor project which is 
a series of railroad crossing and 
port access improvement projects 
from Tacoma to Everett. The 
ribbon cutting for the project was 
held earlier in the month. 

“If our ports are to remain competitive in 
a global economy, we must be able to 
move cargo arriving from our trading 
partners safely and efficiently.”

--Jennifer Dunn, August 9th during the ribbon 
cutting for the FAST Corridor project



US Treasury Secretary 
Paul O’Neill Visits 
Kenworth Plant in 
Renton, Discusses 

Economy

Last week, Secretary Paul O’Neill accepted an 
invitation to visit the Puget Sound region.  
Jennifer and the Secretary toured the Kenworth 
plant and met with plant workers to discuss the 
local economy (photo below).

One day following his participation in the 
President’s Economic Forum in Waco, Texas, 
US Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neill visited the 
Puget Sound region to discuss the economy 
and meet with local workers. 

O’Neill said that while the economy is still 
sluggish, it is on the right track because of low 
interest rates and strength in the housing and 
automotive industries.

Both he and Jennifer agree that the recent 
Congressional approval of “Trade Promotion 
Authority” (TPA, which provides the President 
with greater foreign trade negotiating authority) 
will also provide the economy with a much 
needed boost by opening more foreign 
markets to American businesses of all sizes.

The Congress is currently in its August District Work Period and there will be 
no votes in the US House until Wednesday, September 4. Following is a 
summary of the highlights of what Jennifer has been doing in Washington’s 
8th Congressional district.

JENNIFER DUNN, ADAM SMITH HELD A PUBLIC HOMELAND SECURITY FORUM IN 
BELLEVUE

At the Bellevue Community College recently, Jennifer joined Congressman Adam Smith and 
top law enforcement officials for an open forum on homeland security. About 100 individuals 
attended the pubic discussion where law enforcement officials, including King County Sheriff 
Dave Reichert, US Attorney John McKay and FBI Special Agent in Charge Charlie Mandigo 
discussed ways in which various agencies are working to coordinate better communication 
regarding intelligence on terrorist threats to the Puget Sound region.  Other panel participants 
were ATF Special Agent in Charge Matthew Horace, Washington State Patrol Chief Ronal 
Serpas, FEMA regional director John Pennington, US Marshall Eric Robertson and several 
officials from surrounding law enforcement agencies. A similar meeting was held earlier in the 
summer but was closed to the public. Jennifer and Adam Smith organized last week’s forum 
so that the public would have access to important information regarding local homeland 
security.



Jennifer met recently with a group of seniors at 
Providence Point where they discussed a number 
of current events. Among the topics discussed was 
the corporate responsibility legislation that recently 
passed Congress. It will hold CEOs accountable for 
information that is misleading to workers and 
investors. They also discussed legislation approved 
by the US House to create a Department of 
Homeland Security and the $350 billion Medicare 
prescription drug benefit approved by the US 
House.

JENNIFER, DEPT. OF DEFENSE OFFICIALS HOLD TOWN HALL BRIEFING ON 
‘OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM’

At Jennifer’s request, US Department of Defense officials joined her in Bellevue on 
Thursday, August 15 for a town hall meeting to brief residents of the 8th

Congressional District on ‘Operation Enduring Freedom’ and US military efforts in 
Afghanistan.  Army Brigadier General Lawrence Johnson, who is the Commanding 
General of the 7th Regional Support Command provided the briefing.  Brigadier 
General Johnson oversees all troops that are based in the Seattle area and are 
currently serving in Afghanistan. His briefing focused on military and humanitarian 
efforts abroad as well as an outlook of the future of the ten-month old operation.


